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Summer Semester
Students build knowledge of the world they live in today and acquire literacy skills for tomorrow.

Available in English for Rising Grades 2–12 & Spanish Rising Grades 2–6.
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Anchor Titles Research Cards 

Geography
coast

elevation

altitude

latitude

equator

hemisphere

region

environment

geosphere

hydrosphere

biosphere

atmosphere

Climate
Celsius

Fahrenheit

moisture

frigid

polar

tropical

humid

arid
 

Habitat
biome

ecosystem

niche

community

abiotic

biotic

matter

energy

biodiversity

species

native species

indigenous

adaptation

evolution

humus

microbes

fungi

Plants
flora

vegetation

nutrients

oxygen 

carbon dioxide

photosynthesis

producer

autotroph

Animals
fauna

carnivore

omnivore

herbivore

consumer

heterotroph

decomposer

scavenger

predator

apex predator

prey

energy pyramid

hibernation

camouflage

migration

nocturnal

Water Cycle
condensation

dew

evaporation

vapor

drought

reservoir

aquifer

Human Impact
extinct

endangered

preserve

conservation

legislation

recycle

acid rain

chemical

toxin

pollution

erosion
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energymatter organisms

energymatter organisms

Reader:_________________________Room:____________________

Select an ecosystem to research.

Research Questions:

1.  Describe the key characteristics of this ecosystem.   

2. Who are the producers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain 
what they need to survive and reproduce?

3. Who are the consumers in this ecosystem? How do they obtain 
what they need to survive and reproduce?

4. Who are the decomposers in this ecosystem? What do they 
obtain from the ecosystem and what do they give back?

5. Construct an energy pyramid describing how energy transfers 
from the sun to the apex predator in this ecosystem.

6. Construct a food web to describe how matter cycles and energy 
moves through this ecosystem.

7. How are the Earth’s major systems, the geosphere, hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, and biosphere, represented in this ecosystem?

8.  What are the threats to the health and stability of this 
ecosystem? What might be done to protect it? 
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Intermediate Research Card
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RQ #1: Key Characteristics
Key Characteristics  

of Ecosystem
Description in this ecosystem Relationship to other parts of the ecosystem Text Evidence 

(Title, Page #)
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Final Project Organizer Overview
Use this form as a reminder of the different kinds of information you need to explore. Take notes on the full-page Final Project Organizer 
provided for each category.

Key 
Characteristics Producers Consumers Decomposers Energy 

Pyramid Food Web Earth’s Major 
Systems

Threats to the 
Ecosystem

Describe the key 
characteristics of 
this ecosystem.

Who are the 
producers in this 
ecosystem? How 
do they obtain 
what they need 
to survive and 

reproduce?

Who are the 
consumers in this 
ecosystem? How 
do they obtain 
what they need 
to survive and 

reproduce? 

Who are the 
decomposers in 
this ecosystem? 

How do they 
obtain what they 
need to survive 
and reproduce? 

Construct an 
energy pyramid 
describing how 
energy transfers 

from the sun to the 
apex predator in 
this ecosystem.

Construct a food 
web to describe 

how matter cycles 
and energy moves 

through this 
ecosystem.

How are the Earth’s 
major systems, 
the geosphere, 
hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, 

and biosphere, 
represented in this 

ecosystem?

What are the 
threats to the 

health and stability 
of this ecosystem?  

What might be 
done to protect it?

energymatter organisms

energymatter organisms

Final Project
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Take-Home Book Bags
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I can:
Read by myself.*
Read at home every night.*
Retell the important events in a story in the correct 
order.*
Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 
details, or problem and solution.*
Read and spell one-syllable words built from basic 
chunks.
Use word attack skills:

• Use sound-spelling knowledge to read new words. 
• Stop and think. No guessing. 
• Look all the way through the word. 
• Look for parts I know inside a new word. 
• Blend all the sounds together. 
• If I need to, I say it another way to see if it sounds like 

a word I know.
Check for understanding and reread when necessary.

1B: Skills Card
Decode Regularly Spelled One-Syllable Words

Reader:  Room:  

*285719*
SC-CCR-1B-V11

Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er -ir -or -ur
car her girl for fur
Use final -e, long vowel teams, and ending blends.
hop plan cut each rain desk
hope plane cute boat moon bent

* In any language I speak at home/school. What I do 
in one language helps me grow in all my languages. 
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Comprehension: Demonstrate comprehension by 
answering questions like the following, using evidence from 
the text. Answers can be in any language(s). 
Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in the 

correct sequence.
2. Tell 3 things about the main 

character. Compare him/
her to other characters.

3. What is the problem and 
how is it solved? 

4. What is the setting (time 
and place)?

5. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why?

6. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not?

1. Tell the main idea and 
details that support it.

2. Give one fact you learned 
from the pictures and one 
fact you learned from  
the words.

3. What is the one thing 
the author wants you to 
remember from this book? 
How do you know?

4. What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

2B: Skills Card
Decode Regularly Spelled Two-Syllable Words

Reader:  Room:  

*285726*
SC-CCR-2B-V11

Read by myself.
Read at home every night.
Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.
Read and spell two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
Read compound words (something, classroom).
Read words with these endings (-ed, -er, -ing, -es, -y, -est).
Use double consonant rule (hoping/hopping).
Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
Check for understanding and reread when necessary.

I can:

Copyright © 2023 by American Reading Company®

I can:
Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 
Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (won-der-ful).
Use three-letter blends (splash/catch).
Read two-syllable words with long vowels (Ruby, even).
Read words with these endings (-y, -ly, -er, -est).
Use all vowel combinations to read new words (ew, oy, oi, ou, etc.).
Check for understanding and reread when necessary.

Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 
in the story?

3. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story  
takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from  
your reading?

3. What questions do you have?
4. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
the most important thing s/he 
wanted us to learn?

1R: Skills Card
Decode Regularly Spelled Three-Syllable Words

Reader:  Room:  

*285727*
SC-CCR-1R-V11

Comprehension: Demonstrate comprehension by answering 
questions like the following, using evidence from the text. Answers can 
be in any language(s).

Copyright © 2023 by American Reading Company®

Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in  
the story?

3. Describe the setting: where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from  
your reading?

3. What questions do you have?
4. What text features does your book 

have for finding information quickly? 
Show how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author wrote 
this book? What was the most 
important thing s/he wanted us  
to learn?

I can:
Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Finish a 2R chapter book every week.
Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 
Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday speech, 
including names.
Try different pronunciations of a new word until I recognize it.
Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, -able, -ion, 
-ly, -er, -est).
Check for understanding and reread when necessary. 

Comprehension: Demonstrate comprehension by answering 
questions like the following, using evidence from the text. Answers can 
be in any language(s).

2R: Skills Card
Irregularly Spelled Words & Chapter Books

Reader:  Room:  

*285724*
SC-CCR-2R-V11
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Literature
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories.
2. Describe the characters and how their 

actions influence events in the story.
3. Retell the key events of the plot in 

chronological sequence.
4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

in first or third person?
5. Describe the central problem and 

explain how it is resolved. 
6. What is the central message, lesson, or 

moral? How did the author convey it?
7. How is your point of view on the 

theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Informational Text
1. What is the main idea and how do  

you know?
2. What key facts or ideas support the  

main idea?
3. Does the author state any opinions? What 

is the author’s point of view? How do you 
know? How is yours different?

4. What questions would you ask the author?
5. Show how you can use text features to 

locate information in the text.
6. Explain how the author organizes the 

information (e.g., time sequence, steps in 
a procedure, pro/con, compare/contrast, 
cause/effect, etc.).

Range of Reading
1. Finish a chapter book every week.
2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
3. Read something you like from each of these genres:

•  Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
•  Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
•  Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)
•  Poetry and drama

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to  

hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew,  

believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

unknown words.
• Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*286153*
SC-CCR-WT-V11

Reader:  Room:  

Wt: Skills Card
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Literature
1. Using specific details from the 

text, describe in depth:
• A major character.
• A minor character.
• The narrator (first or  

third person).
•  The setting (time, place, 

historical era).
• A key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot  
in chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text? 
How do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know? 
Describe its basic  
structural elements.

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.
2. List the key facts and ideas that support the 

author’s main idea.
3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly 

what happened and why. Use specific information 
from the text.

4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., 
chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?

6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How 
do you know?

7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text 
(e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, 
tables, etc.) and describe how the information 
adds to the rest  
of the text.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science,  

and History.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., whispered vs. grumbled).
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

Describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9

Reader:  Room:  

Bk: Skills Card
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Or: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  
Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to  

hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following literary 
elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those  
of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 

etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? What 

did you already know about the subject? 
2. What are two or more main ideas in the 

text? State each of them in one sentence. 
3. What reasons and evidence does the 

author give to support each of these  
main ideas? 

4. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological  
sequence, etc.)? 

5. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

6. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ  
from yours?

7. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

8. Interpret one of the graphic features in 
the text (e.g., charts, maps, illustrations, 
diagrams, time lines, tables, etc.) and 
explain how the information adds to the 
rest of the text. 

*265450*
SC-CCR-OR-V9
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Pu: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone  

reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in this 
genre or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes toward a resolution. 
Include how the characters change 
along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text to 
support your thinking. How does this 
reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza and describe how it fits into the 
overall structure of the text. How does 
it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a  
different genre.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? 

What did you already know about  
this subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text and 
explain how it is supported by  
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, event, 
or person is introduced, described, and 
developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section and describe how it 
fits into the overall structure of the text 
and helps develop the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid reasons 
and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view or 
purpose for writing and how it  
is conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.

*265449*
SC-CCR-PU-V9
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1Br: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text. Compare 

this book to other books in the same 
genre. Is the author’s use of the key 
elements of the genre typical or 
atypical? Why?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how the 
theme is developed by the author from 
the beginning to the end of the text. 

3. Analyze the effect of the setting on one 
of the characters and/or the events as 
they unfold.

4. Find an example of figurative language. 
Describe its effect on meaning  
and mood.

5. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. What roles did each play? 
What points of view or perspectives 
did each hold? Why was each chosen?  
Which is closest to yours? Why?

6. Does the author refer to any real 
people, geographical locations, or 
historical events in this text? How and 
why are they used? In what ways does 
s/he alter them for the purpose of the 
text? Are these choices effective?

Informational Text
1. Determine two central ideas and explain 

how the author develops them over the 
course of the text.

2. Do individuals shape ideas and 
events, or do ideas and events shape 
individuals? Use the information in this 
text to support your position.

3. Analyze the structure the author chose 
for organizing the ideas presented: 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, pro/
con, chronological, sequential, logic, 
problem/solution, etc.

4. Describe an author’s basic argument, 
point of view, or purpose for writing. 
How are other positions presented? 
What is your position on this topic?

5. Evaluate the author’s case. Are the 
facts and reasoning valid, sufficient, 
and relevant? Has it influenced your 
thinking on the subject? How? 

*265440*
SC-CCR-1BR-V9
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2Br: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical Fiction, Science 

Fiction, Fantasy, Contemporary Fiction, Biography, Autobiography, and Memoir.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
Vocabulary & Language
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Who is the author of this text and what do 

you know about him/her? What can  
you infer?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how the 
theme is developed by the author through 
his/her choice of characters, setting,  
and plot. 

3. Speculate on the author’s position on this 
theme and purpose for writing and how it 
might be related to what you know about 
the background of the author. 

4. What is the most important moment/
incident in the development of the main 
character? Why is this moment  
so important?

5. Find an example of figurative language. 
Describe its effect on meaning and mood.

6. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. Why was each chosen?  What 
roles did each play? What points of view 
or perspectives did each hold? Which was 
probably closest to the author’s? Which is 
closest to yours? Why?

7. What recurring theme, story event, or 
character from texts of the past (myths, 
traditional stories, or religious works) did 
you find in this work?

Informational Text
1. Who is the author of this text and what do you 

know about him/her? What can you infer?
2. Determine the central idea of the text and 

explain how the author uses supporting ideas 
and evidence to lay out his/her argument  
or exposition.

3. Based on this central idea, speculate on the 
author’s point of view or purpose for writing 
and how it might be related to what you 
know about the background of the author.

4. Do individuals shape ideas and events, or do 
ideas and events shape individuals? Use the 
information in this text to support  
your position.

5. Identify the paragraph and the sentence that, 
in your opinion, are the most important 
ones in the text. Explain what makes them 
crucial to the development of the argument 
or concept.

6. How does the author handle conflicting 
positions or evidence? Does this treatment 
of other viewpoints help or hurt the 
persuasiveness of his/her argument? 

7. Evaluate the author’s case. Are the facts and 
reasoning valid, sufficient, and relevant? Has 
it influenced your thinking on the subject? 
How?

*265445*
SC-CCR-2BR-V9
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Si: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Literary Analysis
Key Questions for Literature Key Questions for Informational Text

C
en

tr
al

 
Id

ea
s What is the theme? How does it develop from 

the beginning to the end of this text?

What is the main idea or central argument? 
How does it develop from the beginning to 
the end of this text?

K
ey

 D
et

ai
ls

What elements of the text best support your 
argument that this is the theme of the text?

Describe the following literary elements in 
the text, using evidence from the text. Explain 
how each contributes to your argument for the 
central theme: 

• Plot (main events, conflict, rising action, 
climax, falling action, resolution)

• Characters (motivations of major and minor 
characters, complex characters)

• Setting (time, day, year, historical period, 
place, situation)

What is the central conflict and how does it 
relate to the theme? How is it resolved? Why?

Which character in this book is most 
conflicted? Why? How does this internal 
conflict advance the plot or develop the theme?

What elements of the text best support your 
argument that this is the central/main idea 
of the text?

What reasoning does the author use to 
support the central argument? Is it valid? Is 
any of it fallacious?

What evidence does he/she give to support 
it? Is it relevant and sufficient?

Which of the author’s claims have good 
supporting evidence? Which don’t? Why?

Is there evidence used that doesn’t actually 
support the claim?

Has s/he convinced you? Why or why not? 
What evidence would have made a  
stronger argument?

U
se

 o
f L

an
gu

ag
e

Describe the way this author uses language. 
What kinds of words/phrases does he/she use? 
Why?

What is the effect of his/her language choices 
on the text’s meaning, sense of time and place, 
and tone?

Which words/phrases struck you as important, 
unusual, or interesting? Why?

How does the author’s use of language relate to 
the central theme?

Describe the way this author uses language. 
What kinds of words/phrases does he/she 
use? Why?

What if the effect of his/her language choices 
on the text’s meaning, sense of time and 
place, and tone?

Which words/phrases struck you as 
important, unusual, or interesting? Why?

How does the author’s use of language relate 
to the main idea/central argument?

*265447*
SC-CCR-SI-V9

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it probably means. 
Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without changing the meaning. Check the 
meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.
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Summer Semester Thematic Units of Study

English Themes Exiting 
Grade

Rising 
Grade

1-3Y 1G 2G 1B 2B 1R 2R Wt Bk Or Pu 1Br 2Br Si Gl

Life Science

Biology K

Wild & Endangered Animals 1 2

Bugs in Their Ecosystems 2 3

Animal Adaptations 3 4

Ecosystems 4 5

Spanish Themes Exiting 
Grade

Rising 
Grade

1-3A V T 1Az 2Az 1R 2R Bl Ne An Pú 1Br 2Br Pl Oro

Ciencias de la vida (Life Science)

Biología K     

Animales salvajes 1 2

Bichos en sus ecosistemas 2 3

Adaptaciones de los 
animales

3 4

Ecosistemas 4 5


