
Structured Independent Reading System for Home and School

Make Every Teacher a Reading Expert 
and Raise Reading Test Scores

100 BOOK CHALLENGE

100 Book Challenge aligns with the district’s existing reading materials 
and assessment tools using one simple color-coded leveling platform, 
keyed to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, that students, teachers, 
and parents can understand and use to ensure every student is 
making at least adequate yearly progress. Included with the 100 Book 
Challenge are the following:

• TEKS-based formative assessment

• Circulating classroom library system, providing access and equity for 
all students and families

• Home partnership components that engage parents and community 
volunteers

Teachers use the TEKS-based Independent Reading Level Assessment® 
to increase both rigor and support for students across reading levels 
in the same classroom. Through regular conferencing, teachers will 
know exactly which standard each student in their classroom is working 
toward mastering.

Available in English 
and Spanish

Questions? Contact us at
customercare@americanreading.com

I see a coat.

I see a dollar.

I see a frog.

I see a lady.

I see a puppy.

I see a cup.

I see a crocodile.
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1Y: I use the pattern and picture to “read” each sentence.

2Y: I touch each word as I “read.”

3Y: I make the sound of the first letter, check the picture, 

then say something that matches both. 

For more coaching help with this level, visit americanreadingathome.com.
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Active Reading HabitsListen to books read aloud. “Read” by myself.Read at home every night. Tell someone what the book was about.

I can get my mouth ready and make the sound for:
b

c
df

g
hj

k
lm

n
pr

s
tv

w
z

1Y Listen to and remember the pattern in Yellow 

books. Use the pattern and pictures to “read” the 

rest of the book.

2Y
Point to each word as I “read.” Use the spaces to 

separate words.Try again if what I say doesn’t match the number 

of words.

3Y Make the sound of the first letter of the new 

word on the page, check the picture, then say 

something that matches both.

Note: During this phase, emergent readers rely primarily on visual or 

contextual cues but not letter-sound cues to read words. Once they 

have concept of a word, they start to focus on letter sounds and names.

1–3Y: Skills CardReader:  

Room:  
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Multileveled, Multisourced, Multiperspective
American Reading Company (ARC) has been on a mission since 
1998 to find virtually every good book in print for children, with a 
special focus on books about historically underrepresented people. 
Each basket is carefully designed by our in-house reading specialists 
to ensure a diversity of topics, genres, text types, and main 
characters.

All students will find themselves and their families represented 
in these baskets. ARC goes to great lengths to reflect multiple 
perspectives in all of our collections, emphasizing the experiences of 
African Americans, Asian Americans, North American Indians, and 
Latinos, as well as people of all classes and genders.

ARC has located more than 4,000 kid-tested African American 
titles, and an additional 5,500 multicultural titles which form the 
centerpiece of the reading experience in our partner schools. In 
addition, because there were so few multicultural titles available for 
very beginning readers, ARC created its own publishing company 
and has produced 500+ ARC Press titles for beginning readers.



100 BOOK CHALLENGE MODULES

Structured Systematic Independent Reading

Each classroom receives 10 baskets of books. 
8 Baskets circulate between classrooms, ensuring a continuous stream of titles. 

Classroom Libraries

Formative Assessment and Performance Management 

IRLA®: Independent Reading 
Level Assessment®
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Status of the Class

DESTINY COCHRAN
Reading Practice: 951
Home Reading: Yes
Contract Rec.: Yes

KATHY THACH
Reading Practice: 1086
Home Reading: Yes
Contract Rec.: Yes

TYRELL WILSON
Reading Practice: 727
Home Reading: Yes
Contract Rec.: Yes

CARIZMA JOHNSON
Reading Practice: 833
Home Reading: Yes
Contract Rec.: Yes

ANGEL HAMILTON
Reading Practice: 736
Home Reading: No
Contract Rec.: Yes

TIEN LE
Reading Practice: 1084
Home Reading: Yes
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BRYAN AVILES
Reading Practice: 732
Home Reading: Yes
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PEDRO FELICIANO
Reading Practice: 739
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CAROL GEEPLEY
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INGRID RODRIGUEZ
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NAKITA MCGAHEE
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EDWIN FLORES
Reading Practice: 742
Home Reading: Yes
Contract Rec.: Yes

JADA FRANQUI
Reading Practice: 839
Home Reading: Yes
Contract Rec.: Yes
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Soccer
Trace Taylor

Grade  Level  Characteristics of Text Examples of Key Common Core State Standards at this Level Representative Titles F & P Lexile DRA

PreK RTM 
 (Read To Me)

Any book that the child loves is appropriate. Engaging pictures. 
Simple story lines. Informative non-fiction.

Not yet ready to learn to read. Needs to develop attention span and interest in books first.

K

1-3Y 
(Yellow)

One basic sentence pattern is repeated on each page.  Only one 
word changes per page, and that word is clear from the picture.

1Y: Use the repeated sentence stem and pictures to read a yellow book. My Mama
Good Night, Gorilla

A–B — A–2

2Y: Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. CCSS F.K.1c

3Y: Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by producing 
the primary or most frequent sound for each consonant. CCSS F.K.3a

1G 
(1-Green)

Simple sentences with picture and pattern support. Uses first 50 
sight words.

Read common (25) very high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, 
do). CCSS F.K.3c

Have You Seen My Cat?
I Love You Sun, I Love You 

Moon

1

2G 
(2-Green)

Simple sentences with picture and pattern support and first 170 
sight words. Initial blends and digraphs may be required.

Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words (were, could, would, does, 
some). CCSS F.1.3g 
Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs (sh–, ch–, th–, 
wh–). CCSS F.1.3a

Blue Hat, Green Hat
Bears in the Night

C–I 200L–400L 3–161B 
(1-Blue)

Very difficult to find in bookstores and libraries. Most of these 
books are written to teach reading. Simple sentences, first 250 
sight words, and basic one-syllable word family words (bat, Matt, 
flat; bike, Mike).

Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. CCSS F.1.3b

Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 
CCSS F.1.3c

Spooky Old Tree
Go, Dog, Go

2B 
(2-Blue)

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Basic sight 
vocabulary (500 sight words). Uses simple two-syllable words 
(compound words, endings, basic vowel patterns).

Decode 2-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables. CCSS 
F.1.3e 
Read words with inflectional endings (-ed, -er, -ing, -es, -y, -le, -est). CCSS F.1.3f

Itchy, Itchy Chicken Pox
Clifford

2

1R 
(1-Red)

Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, 
two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter 
consonant blends.

Use endings, vowel digraphs, three-letter blends, and basic word families to decode simple 
three-syllable words.  
Decode words with common suffixes (-y, -ly, -ier, -iest). CCSS F.2.3d

Little Bill books
Hungry, Hungry Sharks

J–M 300L–500L 18–28

2R 
(2-Red)

First chapter books (usually with pictures) and picture books 
where all the words are familiar from everyday speech. 
Multisyllabic words with irregular vowel patterns are common at 
this level.

Regularly finish first chapter books. CCR R.10 
Can figure out (decode) any word familiar to him or her from everyday speech experience, 
including difficult names.

Identify and read words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences 
(body, cloth, ton). CCSS F.2.3e

Stories Julian Tells
Magic Treehouse 
Junie B. Jones

3 Wt 
(White)

First chapter books and complex picture books where one or two 
words on a full page of text are not familiar to the reader from 
speech. Assumes basic third grade knowledge of home, school, 
and community.

Read chapter books routinely. CCR R.10 
Recognize words not familiar from everyday speech and uses context to figure out a sensible 
meaning of those words (e.g., exclaimed, muttered, await). Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text. CCSS R.3.4

Bailey School
Zack Files
Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile
Boxcar Children

N–P 500L–700L 30–38

4 Bk 
(Black)

Picture books and short chapter books with 3–5 “literary” 
words on a full page of text. Simple and compound sentences. 
Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader 
(e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).

Is a binge reader, discovering and devouring favorite series books (e.g., Babysitters Club, 
Goosebumps). CCR R.10
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meaning. CCSS L.4.5

Goosebumps
Babysitters Club
Time Warp Trio
Lator Gator

Q–R 650L–850L 40

5 Or 
(Orange)

Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 “literary” words on 
a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., 
Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).

Is expanding comfort into new genres (e.g., biography, historical fiction, science fiction).  
Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on 
their approaches to similar themes and topics. CCSS RL.5.9

Maniac Magee
My Teacher is an Alien
Animorphs
Bud, Not Buddy

S–V 750L–950L 50

6 Pu 
(Purple)

Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 “literary” words 
per full page of text. Complex sentence structure may have lots 
of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a 
proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American history 
and world geography). 

Demonstrate comfort and proficiency in at least six genres from fiction and nonfiction.  
Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories; memoir and biography) in terms of their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. CCSS RL.6.9

The Indian in the Cupboard
Walk Two Moons
A Wrinkle in Time
Harry Potter (first four 

volumes)

W–Y 850L–1050L 60

7 1Br 
(1-Bronze)

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 “literary” 
words on a full page of text. Assumes background knowledge 
of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world 
geography, science, and social studies concepts. Which Br books 
will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the 
background knowledge, genre knowledge, and vocabulary of 
individual readers than on the difficulty of the text.  

Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of 
key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of 
facts. CCSS RI.7.9

The Contender
The Outsiders
Dragon’s Gate
Alex Rider Z 950L–1100L 70

8 2Br 
(2-Bronze)

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced. CCSS RI.8.8

9–10 Si 
(Silver)

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 “literary” words 
on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., economy, 
reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes 
background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th grader, 
including world history, geography, science, and social studies 
concepts.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detaeil its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. CCSS R.L.9-10.2 

The House on Mango Street
Annie John
Fallen Angels
Twilight

— 1050L–1200L —

11–12 Gl 
(Gold)

Young adult and adult. Vocabulary (approximately 25+ “literary” 
words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., “class 
struggle,” inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes 
background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 12th grader, 
including world history, geography, science, and social studies 
concepts. May assume adult perspectives and experiences.

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat 
similar themes or topics. CCSS RL.11-12.9 
Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of 
historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. CCSS 
RI.11-12.9

Snow Falling on Cedars
Jurassic Park
The Piano Lesson
When I Was Puerto Rican

— 1100L–1300L —

Use the Common Core State Standards to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time. 
Call to learn more: 866.810.BOOK (2665) or visit us at www.americanreading.com and www.americanreadingathome.com
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Formative Assessment Framework for Teaching and Learning Built on Common Core State Standards 
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Honor Classrooms

Principal’s Honor Classrooms
Dates 100% of the students in the school reached these milestones:

100                 200                300               400               500                600                700               800               900                1,000

Each Step represents 15 minutes of reading.

 

These honor classrooms are on their way to reading 1,000 Steps or 250 hours.

Principal’s Honor Classrooms

*120661*
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Super Reader Cape
(Kindergarten and 

First Grade)
Instructional 
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Academic Home Reading Support

IRLA Home-Practice Cards Milestone MedalsReading 
Folders

Take-Home 
Bags
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