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Libby Larsen
MUSIC; A FIDDLER; THE MOON

I. Music

When music sounds, gone is the earth I know,
And all her lovely things even lovelier grow;
Her flowers in vision flame, her forest trees
Life burdened branches, stilled with ecstasies.

When music sounds, out of the water ris¢

Naiads whose beauty dims my waking eyes,

Rapt in strange dreams burns each enchanted face,
With solemn echoing stirs their dwelling place.

When music sounds, all that Iswas' L am

Ere to this haunt of brooking dust I came;

And from Time’s woodsfbreak into.distant song
The swift-winged hours,asdhasten along.

I1. A Fiddler

Once was a fiddler Play could he
Sweet as a bird in an almond tree;
Fingersand sttings - they seemed to be
Matched; in a secret conspiracy,

Up slip.hisdow, paused lingeringly;
Music’s self was its witchexy:

In his stopping face it was plain to see
How close to dreamds a soul setifree -
A halffound world;

And company:

His fiddle is broke

Mute is he!

But a'birdisings on in the almond tree.

111. The Moon

Slowly, silently, now the moon

Walks the night in her silver shoon;
This way, and that, she peers, and sees
Silver fruit upon silver trees;

One by one the casements catch

Her beams beneath the silvery thatch;
Couched in his kennel, like a log,
With paws of silver sleeps the dog;
From their shadowy cote the white breasts peep
Of doves in silver feathered sleep

A harvest mouse goes scampering by,
With silver claws, and silver eye;

And moveless fish in the water gleam,
By silver reeds in a silver stream.



Performance Notes for A Fiddler

The chorus should approach all articulation marks as if it actually is ‘the fiddle’.

1) One Z - short, attacked z sound moving directly to the vowel. Hold
the vowel for the duration of the note value, keeping'the dynamic
steady unless otherwise indicated.

2) Three ZZ7’s - Voice and hold the ‘z’ sound then move to the vowel.

3) ZZZoon - Voice and hold the ‘z’ sound, méving smoothly to “oo” and
then quickly move to “n”. Close to “n” quiekly and hold it for
duration the of note value.

4) Glissandi - all glissandi should be dfamatic - gooey, but not heavy,
like drawing a knife through wet coficrete.

5) Note! If there is no glissando between two notes, do net glissando!
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II. A Fiddler

WALTER DE LA MARE
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