Libby Larsen

SCOTT JQPLvy

A Nosegay for Bj
Baritone
from Songs fron@the Inter actic Nightclub
2 on the poetry of Bill Holm

KENWOOD EDITIONS




Libby Larsen

SCOTT JOPLIN

from Songs from the Intergalactic Nightclub
for Baritone and Piano

PROGRAM NOTE

Songs from the Intergalacti
future. Unmoored from

sing in a linear fashion, this is a future
chors and defined expectation. Imagine

~Libby Larsen

Copyright ©2018 by Libby Larsen Publishing, Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A.
All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.
Copying or reproducing this publication in whole or in part by
any means is a violation of the Federal Copyright Law.

For more information about this piece and other music by Libby Larsen visit www.libbylarsen.com.



Libby Larsen

SCOTT JOPLIN
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He never smiled, his friends said,

but looked out at you

from those doleful eyes,

like turned-down gas lamps
set in a coal-black wall.

He did not sing

the song of the happy darkie
to set toes tapping

in St. Louis whorehouses.
The darkness within him
was darker and lovelier than Missouri ground
the elegant black curve of his nose — ed into music

than the smooth black hands elegant black hands.
moving over the ivory keys —

blackbirds flying in a fog.

-Bill Holm

Once he had a daughter
whose dying split his heart
like a sounding boar

to dance the R&at Slow Drag.

From The Dead Get By With Everything by Bill Holm (Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 1991). Copyright © 1991 by Bill Holm. Reprinted with
permission from Milkweed Editions. milkweed.org
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