Libby Larsen

NORTH SHORE SONGS

Four Poeris of Louis Jenkins

Mezzo-Soprano and Piano

KENWOOD EDITIONS



Libby Larsen
NORTH SHORE SONGS

for Mezzo-Soprano and Piano

Commissioned by Schubert Club for mezzo-soprano Clara Osowski
With funding provided by Barbara Brown and John Michel

In memory of mezzo-soprano BJ Fredericks

Duration: 10 minutes, 50 seconds

Copyright © 2021 by Libby Larsen Publishing, Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A.
All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.
Copying or reproducing this publication in whole or in part by
any means is a violation of the Federal Copyright Law.

For more information about this piece and other music by Libby Larsen visit www.libbylarsen.com.



NORTH SHORE SONGS - Poetry by Louis Jenkins

SAUNA

Even to step naked

into the January night is a pleasure!

Steam rises from our bodies

and forms high, thin clouds

that go racing past the moon over the lake.

JANUARY NIGHT 35 BELOW ZERO
When [ was a child, I'd burrow

into my covers

pretending to be a rabbit or a fox.
Tonight I will say my prayer

to whatever small creature is moving
in the woods beyond my windo

So fierce in its life.

LAKE SUPERIO!
What I like bes

are those rocks tha

for no apparent reason
stand waist-deep

in the water and refuse

to come into shore.

SUMMER RAIN

Lightening strikes. The clock stops.

The voice on the radio fades.

We sit in the dark living room as in a cave,
without light, without words.

The rain continues to fall all night.

We sleep and drift among roads, houses

and people we have known. I wake and listen,
the sound of rain, the sound of our breathing.
Water rising.
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Louis Jenkins

January Night 35 Below Zero

Libby Larsen, 2021

J = c. 92, suspended, under a blanket of snow
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Louis Jenkins

J =52 (J =104), unmoveable

Lake Superior
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Summer Rain

Louis Jenkins
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