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NORTH SHORE SONGS – Poetry by Louis Jenkins 

SAUNA 

Even to step naked 
into the January night is a pleasure! 
Steam rises from our bodies 
and forms high, thin clouds 
that go racing past the moon over the lake. 

JANUARY NIGHT 35 BELOW ZERO 

When I was a child, I'd burrow 
into my covers 
pretending to be a rabbit or a fox. 
Tonight I will say my prayer 
to whatever small creature is moving 
in the woods beyond my window. 
So fierce in its life. 

LAKE SUPERIOR 

What I like best 
are those rocks that 
for no apparent reason 
stand waist-deep 
in the water and refuse 
to come into shore. 

SUMMER RAIN 

Lightening strikes. The clock stops. 
The voice on the radio fades. 
We sit in the dark living room as in a cave, 
without light, without words. 

The rain continues to fall all night. 
We sleep and drift among roads, houses 
and people we have known. I wake and listen, 
the sound of rain, the sound of our breathing. 
Water rising. 
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