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PTE Academic Lesson Plan Ideas: Test Taking Strategies 
Lesson 12 – Reading & writing: Fill in the blanks 

Time allocated: 50 minutes 

 

Step 1: Introduce the Item Type 

This item type integrates reading and writing skills, and requires test takers to use contextual and grammatical cues to 

complete a reading text by identifying a single correct answer for each blank. 

 

 

Step 2: Present the Item Type Strategies 

Strategy 1 

Use your knowledge of collocation and grammar to help you guess or predict the word or type of word that best fits 

each blank. 

Strategy 2 

Eliminate options that you know are not appropriate in terms of meaning or the grammatical context. 

Strategy 3 

Read each sentence in your head several times, inserting each of the remaining possible options one-by-one. This will 

help you activate your knowledge of collocation. Listen to the way the sentence sounds and choose the option that 

sounds best in the sentence. 
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Step 3: Explain and Practice Each Strategy 

Strategy 1 

Explain to your students that activating and using their knowledge of collocation and grammar will help them guess or 

predict the word or part of speech that best fits each blank. 

To practice this strategy, ask your class to do the following activities in pairs: 

 Give pairs a copy of Item 1 without the answer choices. 

 Ask students to skim the text quickly first to get an idea of the gist. 

 Have students work together to establish which part of speech is needed to complete each sentence and to 

brainstorm words that collocate with the words on either side of each blank (e.g., blank 1 needs a plural object, 

tests, experiments, etc. to collocate with conduct; blank 2 needs an adjective, famous, accepted, etc. to collocate 

with around the world; blank 3 needs a noun, tongue fits logically; blank 4 needs an adjective, perceived, 

accepted, etc. to collocate with wisdom). 

 Have students share their responses and explain their thoughts. 

 Display the suggested words for each blank for students to see. 

Strategy 2 

Tell your students that once they have made their own predictions, they should study the options and eliminate any 

words that they know are inappropriate in terms of meaning or the grammatical context. This will help them narrow 

down the choices and make it easier to select the correct option. 

To practice this strategy, ask your class to do the following activities in pairs: 

 Give pairs the options for each blank in Item 1. 

 Ask them to work together to establish which of the options can be eliminated in each case. 

 Have students share their responses and give reasons for their choices. 

Strategy 3 

Tell your students that they should now read each sentence out loud to each other several times, inserting each of the 

remaining possible options one-by-one. This will help them activate their knowledge of collocations. Tell them to listen 

carefully to the way the sentence sounds and to choose the option that sounds best in the sentence. Remind them to 

also pay particular attention to the meanings of homophones and homonyms which may be confusing. Also remind 

students that although for this practice activity they are reading out loud, in the actual test they should say sentences to 

themselves in their heads. 

To practice this strategy, ask your class to do the following activities in pairs: 

 Tell students to work together and read each sentence out loud to each other several times, each time 

inserting one of the remaining possible options. 

 Remind students to listen carefully to the way the sentence sounds each time and to choose the option that 

sounds best in the sentence. 

 Have students share their responses and give reasons for their choices. 

 After they have done this, show the answers for Item 1. 
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Step 4: Respond to a (Reading & writing) Fill in the Blanks Item 

Explain to your students that they will now respond to a test item simulating test conditions. Remind them of the three 

strategies covered in this lesson and ask them to apply these strategies. 

Give out copies of Item 2. 

 

Step 5: Provide Feedback 

Ask your students if they were able to use the strategies. Which one was the most difficult to apply? Which one do they 

think was the most useful? Ask them to compare and evaluate each other’s responses in pairs or groups. 

After they have done this, show the answers for Item 2 and have students discuss why these answers are most 

appropriate and the other options are not. 
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Item 1 

Below is a text with blanks. Select the appropriate answer choice for each blank. 
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Item 1: Answer Key 
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Item 2 

Below is a text with blanks. Select the appropriate answer choice for each blank. 
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Item 2: Answer Key 

 


