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Media release

Clean-up Day Andermatt: Last traces of winter cleared away - Clean-
up action collects 263 kilos of trash

Andermatt, 22 June 2021 — In preparation for the summer season in Andermatt, some 60
volunteers collected about 260 kilos of litter on Saturday. The material they found along
the ski slopes, on hiking paths and in the village was then sorted for recycling.

Last Saturday, some 60 adults and children got together in Piazza Gottardo in Andermatt
Reuss. They had come from all over Switzerland to take part in Clean-up Day, organised by
Andermatt Swiss Alps, Andermatt-Urserntal Tourismus and Protect Our Winters Switzerland.
Armed with gloves and sacks supplied by the Summit Foundation, the helpers got to work
straight away. The first groups made their way up the mountain with the Gltsch Express
gondola, which was put into operation expressly for this purpose. The others collected litter
along pavements and hiking trails, as well as in the village.

263 kilogrammes of litter

After lunch, the groups returned to the piazza, where the Summit Foundation team weighed
and sorted the trash. Metal, PET, glass and aluminium were recycled. At 263 kilos, the groups
found considerably less litter than last year, even because there is still so much snow on
Schneehlienerstock that this area could not be cleaned. A prize was awarded for the most
unusual find. The finalists included a black pair of women's underwear, a loaf of bread and a
wool blanket.

This was followed by a thank-you for the helpers in the form of a relaxed get-together with
food and drinks supplied by Mountain Food and Méhl.

Team effort for conservation and awareness-raising

About 60 volunteers from all over Switzerland came to Clean-up Day. The Andermatt Tourist
Information office closed so that all employees could take part in the effort. There were also
quite a few helpers from local companies, such as the ski schools Swiss Snowsports School,
Ski Academy and Alpine Sports Andermatt, the Mammut Alpine School and the Sust Lodge
in Hospental. With their effort, the participants wanted to do something for the environment
and at the same time make a contribution to raising awareness of the issue.

More litter due to coronavirus protection measures

Last year, hardly any PET beverage bottles were found alongside the ski slopes. This year,
the effects of the coronavirus pandemic made themselves apparent. Because restaurants in
the ski area were allowed to offer only takeaway food and drinks, more PET bottles ended up
in the countryside. In addition, the helpers found about 70 face masks in the village and on
the mountain.
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Figures

A total of roughly 60 volunteer helpers from all over Switzerland
6 volunteers as guides, half of whom were locals
Representatives from 5 local companies

1 dog

263 kilos of material

Partners

Andermatt-Urserntal Tourismus GmbH
andermatt.ch

Summit Foundation
summit-foundation.org

POW Switzerland

protectourwinters.ch

Andermatt Swiss Alps

Andermatt Swiss Alps AG, with registered office in Andermatt, plans, builds, and develops
the year-round destination of Andermatt. In 2009 Andermatt Reuss came into being, with
apartment buildings, hotels, and chalets. The Andermatt Swiss Alps Group also owns
Andermatt-Sedrun Sport AG with its cableways, the catering brand Mountain Food, the Swiss
Snowsports School Andermatt, an 18-hole, par-72 championship golf course, and the
Andermatt Concert Hall. With the hotels, the sports infrastructure, the wide range of events
on offer, and the properties, Andermatt Swiss Alps is pursuing the vision of becoming the
“prime Alpine destination”. In doing so, it is committed to an intact environment and a
sustainable future that will enable coming generations to have an extraordinary home. During
high season, the Andermatt Swiss Alps Group has more than 1,000 employees working at the
locations in Altdorf, Andermatt and Sedrun.
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