
 
ORASCOM DEVELOPMENT KEYS OF LIFE: 

COMMUNITIES NEED ‘A SENSE OF PURPOSE’, 
ACCORDING TO ORASCOM DEVELOPMENT’S NEW RESEARCH 

 
• First edition of Orascom Development Keys of Life focuses on ―Redefining Community‘ with a deep dive into the 

public perceptions of living environments from more than 3,600 respondents across MENA, Europe (including 
Switzerland), and the US. 
 

• Orascom Development Keys of Life research finds that 76% of people feel their best in a ―place where they can 
live, play, and work‘ 
 

• Access Orascom Development Keys of Life at kol.orascomdevelopment.com  
 

Andermatt, 22 July 2024 Orascom Development, the leading international developer known for creating 
vibrant, integrated communities in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, launched today Orascom 
Development Keys of Life. The new initiative is set to spark understanding and dialogue on developing 
thriving communities globally relevant to people’s evolving needs and aspirations - unlocking the essence of 
Orascom Development’s long-standing brand commitment to discover ‘life as it should be’.  
 
In bringing this initiative to life, Orascom Development actively engages with community residents, industry 
leaders, experts, prospective homeowners, and the wider public across diverse demographics. A cornerstone 
of this initiative is the developer’s new research conducted by global market research and data analytics firm, 
YouGov, surveying more than 3,600 people across the Middle East and North Africa, Europe (including 
Switzerland), the United Kingdom, and the United States to explore global trends in how people prefer to live. 
 
“Throughout Orascom Development’s 35-year history, we have recognized that developing thriving towns and 
aspirational destinations that resonate with the community requires a shared vision,” commented Omar El 
Hamamsy, Group CEO of Orascom Development. “The Orascom Development Keys of Life initiative 
opens a global dialogue to redefine community living and introduce a fresh perspective on the future of vibrant, 
inclusive, and sustainable communities.” 
 
El Hamamsy continued: “Simply building communities is not enough. Traditional cities and towns are struggling 
with residents who don’t feel like they are in the right place. In our Orascom Development Keys of Life 2024 
research, we found that 43% of people feel they are not living in their ideal location, with this number rising to 
58% among young adults. This disconnect underscores the need for communities that cater to the evolving 
needs and aspirations of residents.” 
 
The first edition in the Orascom Development Keys of Life 2024 research, Redefining Community, explores 
diverse perspectives about the meaning of community in the modern world. It underscores the enduring human 
need for connectedness, with a significant 80% of people highlighting the importance of a strong sense of 
community in their lives. This exploration into defining community considers three key areas: 
• ‘Connecting Threads’ highlighting the importance of a shared sense of belonging 
• ‘Wellness Leads the Way’ looking at the communal importance of health and wellbeing 
• ‘Sharing Is Caring’ uncovering the impact of creating memories with shared experiences 
 
Connecting Threads 

Orascom Development Keys of Life research demonstrates that in today’s world, community is a multifaceted 
notion with various meanings for diverse global populations. However, the ‘connecting thread’ in defining 
community running across geographies and demographics is the intrinsic desire for a sense of ‘belonging and 
shared purpose’. The new research indicates that people across all geographies surveyed recognize the value of 
an interconnected community in navigating the complexities of modern life. Yet, there is a notable gap between 
people’s expectations of their integrated communities and the reality of what they receive. 

https://www.orascomdh.com/keys-of-life


 
Orascom Development Keys of Life Section Highlights 

• More than eight out of 10 people (83%) define community as a place ‘where I feel a sense of belonging to 
something bigger and have a shared purpose’.  

• Signalling a clear indication that diversity in community is important, three-quarters (75%) of people define 
community as ‘the combination of diverse cultures, backgrounds and experiences’, with 79% of respondents 
recognizing community as ‘the people I live with and nearby – regardless of whether they are similar or 
different to me’.  

• When evaluating gaps in people’s expectations and reality about community, research found double-digit 
gaps in ‘health and wellbeing’, ‘privacy’ and ‘security’, with a nine-point gap in the sense of ‘comfort’ that 
communities are expected to provide.  

Wellness Leads the Way 

As individuals engage in community living, preferences reflect the prioritization of health-conscious choices, 
exercise, and mindfulness practices within a community setting. In addition to having access to exercise facilities 
as they age, most community residents consider the area in which they live as a potential source of physical and 
mental well-being.   

Orascom Development Keys of Life Section Highlights 

• Wellness-focused living is the most appealing way to live for 78% of respondents. 
• 84% of people would like green spaces or parks nearby when they grow older to enjoy outdoor activities, 

while 87% state that proximity to beaches, lakes or other water elements improves their state of mind. 
• Recognizing a holistic approach to wellness, beyond healthcare and exercise facilities, 75% of people value 

healthy eating habits as they age, with easy access to farm-to-table produce. 

Sharing is Caring 

Strong communities serve as the bedrock of modern living. In a world of constant change, connection and 
purpose help to foster meaningful relationships and create memories. According to the Orascom Development 
Keys of Life research, approximately three out of four people (76%) view community is about creating shared 
experiences and having common activities and hobbies. 

Orascom Development Keys of Life Section Highlights 

• From the research respondents, 72% of 45+ year olds prioritize creating meaningful moments to connect 
with loved ones, rising to 80% among those aged between 18 and 34. 

• As people seek shared experiences, 68% of people say that opportunities to volunteer in their community 
are important to them.  

• The focus on connection extends beyond the individual, with heightened concerns about the environment. 
70% of people are concerned about the impact of climate change on their everyday lives. 

The Orascom Development Keys of Life initiative incorporates insights from subject matter experts, recognizing 
the value of diverse perspectives in crafting communities of the future.  

El Hamamsy concluded, “Our new Orascom Development Keys of Life initiative captures our dedication to 
understanding the evolving needs and aspirations of people. By incorporating insights from experts like Julia 
Backhouse, Founder of Flux Architects and Associate Professor at the Bartlett School of Architecture at UCL, 
we can integrate new architectural and design principles into our developments that elevate our approach to 
integrated towns. This initiative is more than just a research endeavour; it’s about extending our commitment 
to continuously improving the quality of life and fostering a sense of belonging in every community we develop.” 

For more details about Orascom Development Keys of Life, visit kol.orascomdevelopment.com  

https://www.orascomdh.com/keys-of-life


 
For media enquiries please contact:  
Stefan Kern, Chief Communication Officer 
Andermatt Swiss Alps AG 
media@andermatt-swissalps.ch 
Mobile: +41 78 663 29 63  
 
  
 

-ENDS- 
About Orascom Development Keys of Life Research Methodology:  
 
Orascom Development Keys of Life is a new thought leadership initiative to understand and promote a dialogue 
around the fundamental ways in which the ever-changing global landscape of communities is shaping lives. A 
cornerstone of the initiative is a research study that explores global trends in how people prefer to live.  
 
The Orascom Development Keys of Life 2024 research findings came together through a combination of data 
and insights collected through existing research by Orascom Development and new research conducted 
between Q4 of 2023 and Q2 of 2024.  
 
Qualitative research was conducted through a combination of exclusive roundtables with key industry experts 
in London, UK and Dubai, UAE. 
 
The quantitative research was conducted by YouGov, the global market research and data analytics firm, on 
behalf of Orascom Development. It was conducted as an online survey among a national representative sample 
of people age 18+ in five countries, where a total of 3,686 surveys were completed. The following countries 
were included: Switzerland, UK, Egypt, UAE and the US. The data collection was completed in the periods 
between 18 December 2023 to 2 January 2024 and between 20 May 2024 to 25 May 2024.  
 
Quotas have been applied to gender, age and region, and data was weighted according to the dimensions of 
gender, age and region based on an ideal weighting from statistics in each country. Consequently, the results are 
representative of the population relative to the target group. Base: All adults = 3,686 
 
About Orascom Development Holding:  
Orascom Development Holding is a leading international developer specializing in vibrant, integrated 
communities in Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. For more than 35 years, Orascom Development has 
been a pioneer in creating destinations where people are inspired to live, work, and play with passion and 
purpose. 
  
From El Gouna’s stunning Egyptian coastal town by the Red Sea to Andermatt Swiss Alps’ breath-taking, year-
round mountain destination, each master-planned community is a testament to Orascom Development's 
commitment to place-making at its finest. The integrated towns harmoniously combine residential areas with 
private villas and apartments, hotels, and award-winning leisure and commercial amenities – including golf 
courses, marinas, sports facilities, retail shops and restaurants. 
  
Orascom Development owns a land bank of more than 100 million square meters with approximately 40% 
under development or developed into thriving communities in Egypt (El Gouna, Makadi Heights, O West, Taba 
Heights, and Byoum), in the GCC (The Cove in the UAE and Jebel Sifah and Hawana Salalah in Oman), and in 
Europe (Andermatt Swiss Alps in Switzerland, Luštica Bay in Montenegro and West Carclaze Garden Village in 
the UK). Orascom Development’s hospitality portfolio includes 33 premium and luxury hotels with more than 
7,000 rooms across Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. ODH shares are listed on the SIX Swiss 
Exchange. 
  
For more information, please visit OrascomDevelopment.com. 
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