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is the Marron and Mary Elizabeth Kendrick Professor in Pediatrics Il and the Taube Endowed Research
Faculty Scholar. Her primary appointment is in the Division of Adolescent Medicine, Department of
Pediatrics. She holds courtesy appointments in the Departments of Epidemiology and Population
Health and Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. She is the Director of the Stanford Reach Lab. Dr.
Halpern-Felsher is a developmental psychologist with additional training in adolescent and young
adult health. Funded by the NIH and many foundations, her research focuses on cognitive,
psychosocial, and environmental factors involved in adolescent and young adult health-related
decision-making, health communication, and prevention. She particularly focuses on understanding
and reducing adolescent and young adult tobacco, alcohol and marijuana use, risky sexual behavior,
driving, and other health-related behaviors. She then translates her research into prevention and
cessation efforts and into informing policy. Her research as well as her committee and policy work
have been instrumental in setting policy at the local, state, and national level. She has served as a
consultant to a number of community-based adolescent health promotion programs and has been
an active member on several national campaigns to understand and reduce adolescent
tobacco/e-cigarette use and other risky behaviors. She has testified in several states, at the US Food
and Drug Administration, and in the US Congress arguing for more tobacco/e-cigarette regulation,
served on six Institute of Medicine/National Academies of Medicine committees, and contributed to
three Surgeon General Reports, all focused on reducing adolescent risk behavior and promoting
health. Dr. Halpern-Felsher also translates her research findings into adolescent prevention
programs, such as three programs in which she is the founder and executive director: Tobacco
Prevention Toolkit, the Cannabis Awareness and Prevention Toolkit, and the Vaping Information,
Solutions, and Interventions Toolkit. In addition to her scholarly work, Dr. Halpern-Felsher developed
and leads several programs and courses aimed at teaching research to undergraduate, graduate and
medcial students and fellows, and she developed and directs several mentoring programs for
underrepresented youth. In recognition of her research, advocacy and mentoring roles, Dr.
Halpern-Felsher has received several awards, including the Department of Pediatrics’ Advocacy Award
in 2019, the Postdoc Mentoring Award in 2019, and the Clinical Science Research Award in 2021.
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