
HELLO GROWN-UP
Read this story to the children and look out 
for the highlighted words to say together 
as you go. You’ll find information about 
learning activities linked to Elida’s story on 
the back of this poster and can download 
resources at comicrelief.com/earlyyears

MEET ELIDA

CBeebies and JoJo & Gran Gran (word marks and logos), are trademarks of the  
British Broadcasting Corporation. CBeebies © 2006 and JoJo & Gran Gran © 2020.  
Used under license. All rights reserved. 

Comic Relief is the operating name of Charity Projects, registered charity in England  
& Wales (326568) and Scotland (SC039730) and company limited by guarantee 
registered in England & Wales (01806414), registered address 89 Albert Embankment, 
London, SE1 7TP. Photo credit: Thoko Chikondi/Comic Relief.  RND21_108

http://comicrelief.com/earlyyears


Visit comicrelief.com/earlyyears to view and download 
the full learning resources for these activities.

ELIDA’S STORY
Six-year-old Elida lives in Mulanje, Malawi with her grandmother, Agnes. She’s a lively,  
happy girl who loves to listen to music on the radio and to watch her friends dancing. 
Elida has cerebral palsy. She is non-verbal and needs help to be fed. 

Her grandmother, Agnes, has always been prepared to do anything she can to make  
sure Elida gets to school, even carrying her on her back 30 minutes each way, every day. 

These days, thanks to a wheelchair provided by Feed the Children Malawi (funded by  
Comic Relief), Agnes doesn’t have to carry her to school, nor hold her up in lessons.  
Agnes has also been trained to give Elida physiotherapy and therapists visit her at home. 
Since Elida had an operation on her foot, her life is much more comfortable and interesting.   
She can now sit independently and is able to use a standing frame. 

By raising money this Red Nose Day, you and the little ones will be helping more children  
like Elida get a better start in life.

MEET ELIDA
The children explore words and terms in Elida’s 
Story, responding to questions about Elida’s 
life and identifying similarities and differences 
between themselves and Elida. They write, 
draw or make a symbol reply letter to Elida, or 
contribute to a whole group reply by drawing, 
painting and sticking symbols or pictures. 

PEOPLE WHO HELP US
The children reflect on people who help 
Elida with her cerebral palsy and life using 
a wheelchair. They discuss special adults who 
help them and, inspired by an episode of JoJo 
and Gran Gran, focus on the role of dentists 
and the importance of oral hygiene. They 
create a display of pictures showing people 
who help others.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?
The children compare Elida’s life in Malawi with 
their own in the UK. They discover that JoJo’s 
Great Gran Gran comes from St Lucia. They find 
out about life in the Caribbean and the history 
of carnival. They then talk about where they, 
family members, friends and neighbours come 
from, pointing out places on a map and thinking 
about how we keep in touch with people who 
live in other countries.

SPECIAL FAMILIES
The children reflect on Elida and JoJo’s 
relationships with their grandmothers,  
then talk about their own grandparents.  
There is an opportunity for children who  
have lost relatives to express their sadness  
and make a memory paper chain. The children 
bring in family photographs and objects 
(Covid-19 permitting), and draw or make symbol 
cards to express their importance.

LEARNING WITH ELIDA 
Why not use our learning activities to help  
the children understand Elida’s story and  
extend and embed their learning? In an exciting 
first, this year’s activities are also linked to the  
CBeebies show JoJo and Gran Gran. Like Elida, 
JoJo and her grandmother have a very special 
relationship and their stories open up fantastic 
opportunities for exciting, meaningful learning.

All the activities support children towards  
achieving the Early Years Foundation Stage  
(EYFS) goals and are linked to the Characteristics  
of Effective Teaching and Learning (CoETL).

Visit comicrelief.com/earlyyears  
to download the resources.
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