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Level 1

(covers textbook GENKI 1 Lesson 1-3 & Hiragana)

For complete beginners of the Japanese language. Basic vocabulary, elementary conversation and
simple sentence structure will be taught in romaji (Japanese written phonetically in the English
alphabet). Hiragana (a Japanese syllabary) and some introductory kanji will be introduced. The
required textbook is GENKI Vol. . The following are the sentence patterns that you will be expected to
master in each chapter.

L.1

L. 2

L.3

Objectives

Numbers (1-100)

Time

Telephone numbers
The particle no

XwaY desu

Questions sentences
Numbers (100-100,000)
Kore/Sore/Are/Dore
Kono/Sono/Ano/Dono + noun
Koko/Soko/Asoko/Doko
Dareno + noun

The particle mo

Noun + janai desu

The particles ne and yo
Verbs (present tense)
The particles o, de, ni, and e
Time expressions
-masenka

Word order

Frequency adverbs

The topic particle wa

Example Sentences
Watashi wa nihonjin desu.
Ima nanji desuka.

Takeshi-san no denwa bangou wa nan desuka.

Are wa nan desuka. Ano tokei wa sen-en desu. Toire wa
asoko desu.

Kore wa dare no kaban desuka.
Otousan wa nihonjin desu. Okaasan mo nihonjin desu.

Watashi wa gakusei ja naidesu. Kore wa sakana desuyo.

Tanaka-san wa kaisha de koohii o nomimasu.
Nichiyoubi ni nihon ni kaerimasu.

Ashita, eiga o0 mimasenka.

Maki-san wa zenzen manga o yomimasen.

Kyou wa nani o shimasuka.

Special Topic: Casual Japanese through Anime

Structured for fans of Japanese animation, this course will use various popular anime as a medium to
introduce students to basic vocabulary, elementary conversation, and simple sentence structures.
No prior Japanese language experience is necessary; also recommended for students who have
completed Level 1 (as review).



In this course, you will not learn Hiragana and all of the necessary grammar patterns from Level 1, so
Casual Japanese through Anime alone may not prepare you for Level 2. (Please consult with your
instructor if you are already enrolled in this course.)

If you plan to continue to Level 2, we recommend that you take a Level 1 course.

Level 2
(covers textbook GENKI 1 Lesson 4-5 & Katakana)

Students will continue to actively participate in the process of acquiring beginners’ level language skills
in basic Japanese. Recognition of hiragana is expected. Katakana and more kanji will be introduced.

Objectives Example Sentences
L.4 Xgaarimau/imasu Asoko ni sensei ga imasu. Getsuyoubi ni kurasu ga arimasu.

X wa Y no mae desu Ginkou wa kissaten no tonari desu.

Nouns (past tense) Yamashita sensei wa ryuugakusei deshita.

Verbs (past tense) Watashi wa kinou benkyou shimasen deshita.

The particle mo Senshuu resutoran ni ikimashita. Hon-ya nimo ikimashita.

-jikan Kinou nihongo o sanjikan benkyou shimashita.

takusan Kouen de shashin o takusan torimashita.

The particle to Nihongo to eigo o hanashimasu. Tomodachi to kankoku ni ikimasu.
L.5 Adjectives (present and Nihongo wa tanoshii desu. Tomodachi wa totemo genkina hito

past) desu.

Suki (na)/ Kirai (na) Yamashita sensei wa manga ga suki deshita.

-shimashou ka Kissaten de koohii o nomimasenka?

-mai (counter for stamps) Lee-san wa kitte o sanmai kaimashita.

Level 3
(covers textbook GENKI 1 Lesson 6-7 & Kanji)

You must be able to use both Hiragana and Katakana comfortably. This course will focus on the
introduction and use of the C form of verbs, and students will continue to build upon their
conversational skills and vocabulary.

Objectives Example Sentences

L.6 The T-form of verbs MAL%E BLATLIEIN,
~T <K7FEWn TrONLr%E HATHENWTE D,
~TH WNTT ZZTLRLAZ LoTIWTEEA,

~TIE WIETA FZ6 LIZBET, Lw<Engs LELL,



The T-form for describing ZAlEA 9HBT XA xrHLET, HLZ TAIRHY E

two activities ERAH
~5 IZH2% HHEL X IDN
~FL X oM

L7 ~T W5 BEOIAF WE TLEEARATWET,
Describing people FLAIAT FoZALTHET,
The C-forms of FASAT DBD RBNTT,
adjectives/nouns HOKRF L XHNT., Lo TF,

Verb stem + {2 U< T N— M MDEAEIT WEE LT,
T TR AFVRATADORLLENN OE D nET,

Level 4
(covers textbook GENKI 1 Lesson 8-9 & Kaniji)

Students will practice the informal speech style in both present and past tenses, and will learn the 721>
form of verbs. The 7= form will be introduced, and students will learn to modify nouns with verbs, as
well as practice phrases using ~ & 33 & UV E 9 (“I think”) and ~ & WY E T (“he/she says”).

L.8 Short Forms, affirmative: (Verb) 7225, Xt
(Adj) vV FAETE
(Noun) 23 < HW /2
720~ form: (Verb) 72720 L EZRW Zu, L2
(Adj) 22N 72N FAE T
(Noun) 23 < EW LR 720
Informal speech: 5 H, 17< 2 95 9 A, 170720,
~Lt Vo TWnELE
~EBbWNET
~7pnTLEEN
~DORFTETT
~NEELIN?
72127 and 7212 %
L.9 Short Forms, past affirmative: (Verb) 72X7=. XA
(Adj) DWW o Tz, FAXTE -T2
(Noun) 23 < EW/E o7z
Short Forms, past negative: (Verb) 7=_7pinotz, KERoT2



(Adj) 3N 2o T, FAE U ehole
(Noun) N WL R o Tz
Qualifying Nouns with Verbs and Adjectives: ZAUXRENN D < o727 —F T,
FE~TWEEA
HLETAMRBDINS, X1 H LET,

Level 5

(covers textbook GENKI 1 Lesson 10-11 & Kaniji)

Students will learn various usages of the 7= form, and comparative sentence patterns will be
introduced.
L.10 Comparatives: A DE923B L VY ~

Superlatives: Group D722 T, A DWW H XA~
Adjective/Noun D: ZD/NS VD% 2SN,
~2bhTT
Adjective + 72 %
EZMiZand EZITH
~T: I ILTCIRAERNET,
L.11 ~7CNTT
~7eD~70¥5
~TeZEDnDD
Noun A X° NounB: 21—t —EB Lo A E T,

SPECIAL INTERMEDIATE CLASS: ANIME

While introducing fundamental grammar, this class will look at the spoken expressions, vocabulary,
slang, and onomatopoeia that commonly appear in anime. There will also be simple discussions about
the story. This course is recommended for student considering Levels 6-9. There will be different anime
each semester.

Please see this link for a sample of class material: coming soon.

Level 6
(covers textbook GENKI 1 Lesson 12, GENKI 2 Lesson 13-14 & Kaniji)



Students will learn how to use various modifying clauses to create complex sentences. Recognition of
100 kanji is expected.

L.12 ~ATT
~3&ED
~1E ) DONTT
~OT: AHIFHERZRDOT, EALZ I IFIKRATT,
AR AN EC IRy
~TLX9: ®BLEIEIRETL X O,
L. 13 Potential Form: H AGEZ IX72E £,
~L: HOBEFLZNL, FKITEWL, L<ATEET,
~ZHTT: ZORITLTNLED TT,
~THD
~725
—IEFIZ=1A]
L. 14 IFLW
~1b LILEREA
HIFDI<NDIHE D
~7HE S TEN
#b, #L~u EBHELIE, RZZ2NOEh o TVET,

Level 7
(covers textbook GENKI 2 Lesson 15-17 & Kaniji)

Students will be introduced to the volitional form, and will learn to describe the giving and receiving
of services (instead of goods). The structure for reporting hearsay (< 2 T79°) will be practiced. The
7= & variation of conditional sentence structures will be taught.

L. 15 Volitional Form : 272 9,

Volitional+ & > TWvE 3

~TH<

Using Sentences to Qualify Nouns : A A TRV WON
L. 16 ~TND/BIT B/ H, ~&nn

~Wf, ~CTAHAEHEATL
L.17 ~% 9T (lhear...), ~> T

~7b



~2THVNTT, ~HENTT
~HNZ/~ThH

Level 8
(covers textbook GENKI 2 Lesson 18-20 & Kaniji)

Transitive and intransitive verbs will be compared extensively, and honorific verbs will be introduced.
1397 CJ (supposed to be the case) will be taught. Students will practice “extra-modest expressions”
followed by “humble expressions.” Students will also study how to include a question as a part of a
longer sentence such as “Do you know when David will go to Japan?”

L. 18 Transitivity Pairs : N7 %2 L®OFET vs KRIDBLEDET
~TL%E)
~&, ~RNG
~ X Lo TT

L. 19 HonorificVerbs : WH o L2, O LHNRD, BoL%D

Giving Respectful Advice : Bt < 723
~T<NTHYRE S, ~TENhoTT
~IFCTT
L. 20 Extra-Modest Expressions : 330 £9, HLET, ZT3WET
Humble Expressions : B2W L E4, KexW\WiiZx L
~72\ T
Questions within Larger Sentences : Japan Society 2% & ZZ&H 2 01> TV ET D,
Name & V9 Item, —LF 1 /IZ < W

Level 9
(covers textbook GENKI/ 2 Lesson 21-23 & Kaniji)

(Students may also want to consider Kanji N4 or JLPT N4)

This is the last level in which students learn essential grammar. Students will learn passive and causative

sentence patterns along with other expressions such as (%, ™ {Z and T % to achieve more effective
communication skills.

L. 21 Passive Sentences : J— RZ{fivE L7z
~Thob
~[HIZ
Adj+ 3%
~TIELW



Causative Sentences : B A R I E T
Verb+72 S\

~I%

~DIT

~DE SR/ E DI

Causative-Passive Sentences : flffi S HiLE L7
~TbH

~Z&IZT5

~%T

~Ji

L. 23

CONVERSATION & REVIEW

(Prerequisite: Japanese 9 or equivalent.)

This course is intended for students who have completed Level 9, but may not
yet feel prepared for Level 10. Lessons will focus on developing Japanese
speaking skills using essential grammar and sentences which were learned in the
previous levels. During this course, students will learn new phrases and
vocabulary, review grammar, and practice speaking drills, interactive dialogue
exercises, and writing. Students will not only improve their spoken Japanese, but
also learn appropriate manners for authentic Japanese contexts. This course will
help prepare students to effectively engage with Japanese people when visiting
Japan. No textbook required.

Level 10 / Special Topic Level 10

(Students may also want to consider Kanji N4, Kanji N3, JLPT N4, or JLPT N3)

Level 10 (non-special course) is offered in 4 Parts: they can be taken in any
order and each Part is separate and self-contained, e.g. taking Part 1 is not

PLEASE NOTE: Courses
above Level 9 and JLPT &
Kaniji courses are designed
to be taken repeatedly.

Enrollment in a JLPT or
kaniji course is
recommended for students
at these levels.

Special topic courses are
also offered at level 10 and
above. These topics will
change/rotate periodically.
Regular courses level 11
and above titled Culture +
Current Topics will likely be
offered every semester.

necessary before Part 2. All Parts are recommended at least once before moving to Level 11. Text:

An Integrated Approach to Intermediate Japanese (Revised Edition)

This class follows level 9 in the progression from the Genki Il textbook, continuing a formal study of

Japanese grammar. More advanced grammar, vocabulary and kanji will be introduced over several

semesters. A particular emphasis will be placed on speaking practice. This course is designed to

provide students with the necessary tools to move up to Level 11.



Special Topic Level 10: Japan Right Now (offered Summer 2020 - Fall 2021)

This class will reveal current Japanese society and language by exploring only the latest news in Japan

every week. Students will first read articles written in simpler Japanese and actively discuss them.

Having understood the basic concept, students will then take the challenge of reading the original

articles written with sophisticated vocabulary and grammar for native-speaking audience. There will

also be listening exercises through video and audio clips.

This class is ideal if you want to reinforce any of the following skills:
e Reading comprehension
e Vocabulary building (including very advanced-level words)
e Kanji building and refresher
e Listening comprehension
e Discussion skill
e Learning about Japanese society

Please see this link for a sample of class material:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aMP-DbLVa5PIf0uqglodQQ2HL65ZAefXw/view?usp=sharing

Level 11 / Special Topic Level 11

(Students may also want to consider Kanji N2 or JLPT N2)

Level 11 (non-special topic):

Reading materials include short articles and stories of current interest. Listening
comprehension is improved by the use of television programs, including
Japanese drama. Use of idioms is emphasized in both speaking and writing.
Recognition of approximately 500 kanji is necessary to take this course. Topic
based courses may also be offered.

Special Topic Level 11: 2F Tzzir H A 7= Japanese Society
through Manga (offered Spring 2021)

One of the most successful, highly-developed storytelling tools in Japan is
manga. In this class, we will read revealing stories to examine various aspects of
Japanese society. In addition to engaging in lively discussions, students will
practice colloquialism as well as keigo. Manga is especially rich with
onomatopoeia. Imagine being stranded in a haunted mansion, a chill running

PLEASE NOTE: Courses
above Level 9 and JLPT &
Kaniji courses are designed
to be taken repeatedly.

Enrollment in a JLPT or
kanji course is
recommended for students
at these levels.

Special topic courses are
also offered at level 10 and
above. These topics will
change/rotate periodically.
Regular courses level 11
and above titled Culture +
Current Topics will likely be
offered every semester.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aMP-DbLVa5Plf0uq1odQQ2HL65ZAefXw/view?usp=sharing

down your spine, and hearing every creak of the floor boards. Onomatopoeia gives you that impact. It

lets you experience the world with all of your heightened senses. Most importantly, the compelling

stories you'll read in this class will motivate you to continue learning more Japanese.

This class will be particularly helpful in reinforcing these skill sets:

e HiZH: Learn a wide range of vocabulary and expressions

e 5 5¢: Read aloud and act with your voice

e 31k Learn about the complex relationships of family, friends, and others

o Z35k: Discuss social and cultural implications and express your point of view

e Fitfi#: Read various genres and recognize the central themes and character motivation.

Please see this link for a sample of class material: coming soon

Special Topic Level 11: Short Stories (offered Fall 2020)

Students will read a few short stories each week and discuss the themes, character motivation, and

hidden meanings. There will be a Rodoku (staged reading) exercise, which provides a special training

on fluency and pronunciation. This course is an excellent opportunity to increase vocabulary in an

enjoyable way. Students will be able to access to the material and prepare in advance.

Please see this link for a sample of class material:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A11QvbI9BiIGFn htvRmglt8k-RGPaC-Jq/view?usp=sharing

Level 12 / Special Topic Level 12

(Students may also want to consider Kanji N2, Kanji N1, JLPT N2 or JLPT N1)

Theme based courses such as Poetic Expressions, Breaking News in Japan, J-

Drama in Action, Business, and Contemporary Japanese Novels may be offered.

Poetic Expressions: This course dives into the world of poetry in various forms,
including literary poetry, haiku, waka, and senryuu. Students will examine the
intricate relationship between structure and content, the way the rules both
restrict and heighten the story. Students will analyze and discuss the works of
well-known poets such as Shuntarou Tanikawa, Kenji Miyazawa, and Bashou
Matsuo among others. Poetic expressions will be further explored through
poetry-writing exercise each week.

Breaking News in Japan: Students will be asked to express their opinions on a

wide range of topics in class. They will also discuss social implications and how it

compares with other cultures. Each class is heavily discussion-based and

PLEASE NOTE: Courses
above Level 9 and JLPT &
Kaniji courses are designed
to be taken repeatedly.

Enrollment in a JLPT or
kaniji course is
recommended for students
at these levels.

Special topic courses are
also offered at level 10 and
above. These topics will
change/rotate periodically.
Regular courses level 11
and above titled Culture +
Current Topics will likely be
offered every semester.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A1IQvb9BiGFn_htvRmgIt8k-RGPaC-Jq/view?usp=sharing

accompanied by articles, news clips, and videos. Recognition of 800 kanji is expected.

J-Drama in Action: Students will explore many interesting, non-traditional aspects of Japanese

language (e.g. slang and other colloquialisms, regionalisms, etc.) by watching excerpts from recent

Japanese dramas or movies. Rather than just reading about the scenes, students will practice “acting”

the lines themselves by paying particular attention to tone, intonation and body language to sound

more smooth and convincing.

J-Drama: Students will watch episodes of a Japanese TV series and actively discuss the themes,

language nuances, and specific cultural references. Non-traditional aspects such as slang and

regionalisms will be analyzed in detail.

Please see this link for a sample of class material (note that it is specific to the J-Drama used

that semester):

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ma Gh4vy2sRgoadw46Qzkd zN2EjArAB/view?usp=sharing

Business Japanese: Students in this course will learn advanced Japanese grammar and vocabulary,

with specific focus on mastering Japanese polite speech (keigo), as well as proper Japanese business

etiquette and communication strategies at a fluent or native level.

Contemporary Japanese Novels: A single-book club, with an emphasis on reading and discussion

using a popular Japanese novel. Comprehension of the storyline, culture, lifestyles and characters will

be supplemented through watching the DVD version.

Level 13
(Students may also want to consider Kanji N1 or JLPT N1)

The most advanced level. Original source materials from current events from
television programs, Japanese newspapers and magazines, as well as drama,
movies, etc. will be used to increase knowledge of useful expressions and
idioms. Discussion will be encouraged to promote oral communication.
Writing is also emphasized. Students should be able to recognize at least
1200 kanji. Topic based courses may also be offered.

Kanji N4 or JLPT N4

(Students may also want to consider Level 9 or Level 10)

Kanji N4: For students who want to master the essential kanji taught in
Japan’s elementary schools. Students are expected to learn approximately
300 kaniji, with a focus on understanding the basic radical systems. This
course covers the kanji necessary for taking the JLPT N4 and N5 tests. This

PLEASE NOTE: Courses
above Level 9 and JLPT &
Kaniji courses are designed
to be taken repeatedly.

Enrollment in a JLPT or
kaniji course is
recommended for students
at these levels.

Special topic courses are
also offered at level 10 and
above. These topics will
change/rotate periodically.
Regular courses level 11
and above titled Culture +
Current Topics will likely be
offered every semester.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ma_Gh4vy2sRgoa4w46QZkd_zN2EjArAB/view?usp=sharing

course is conducted mostly in Japanese.

JLPT N4: This course is intended to prepare students for JLPT N4. While the focus is to master
approximately 300 JLPT N4 kanji and radical systems, the course will also include other relevant N4
content such as reading and grammar. This course is conducted mostly in Japanese.

Kanji N3 or JLPT N3

(Students may also want to consider Level 10 or Level 11)

Kanji N3: For students who have already mastered approximately 300 kanji, and are looking to learn
680 total kanji (taken from the JLPT N3 preparatory books). This course is conducted in Japanese,
and covers the kanji necessary for taking the JLPT N3 test.

JLPT N3: This course is intended to prepare students for JLPT N3. While the focus is to master
approximately 380 new kanji (680 in total) and radical systems, the course will also include other
relevant N3 content such as reading and grammar. This course is conducted in Japanese.

Kanji N2 or JLPT N2

(Students may also want to consider Level 11 or Level 12)

Kanji N2: Students will study approximately 500 kanji (taken from the JLPT N2 preparatory books) to
master 1,180 kanyji, a level at which Japanese newspapers can be read with some assistance. This
course is conducted in Japanese, and covers the kanji necessary for taking the JLPT N2 test.

JLPT N2: This course is intended to prepare students for JLPT N2. While the focus is to master
approximately 500 new kanji (1,180 in total), the course will also include other relevant N2 content
such as reading and grammar. This course is conducted in Japanese.

Kanji N1 or JLPT N1

(Students may also want to consider Level 13)

Kanji N1: Students will study approximately 950 kanji (taken from JLPT N1 preparatory books) to master
the 2,000 plus kanji necessary to comfortably read Japanese newspapers. This course is conducted in
Japanese, and covers the kanji necessary for taking the JLPT N1 test.

JLPT Kanji N1: This course is intended to prepare students for JLPT N1. While the focus is to master
approximately 950 new kanji (2,000 in total), the course will also include other relevant N1 content
such as reading and grammar. This course is conducted in Japanese.




Conversational Japanese Levels

Conversational Japanese classes are offered in the 5-week semesters between every core-curriculum
10-week semester. They were structured to supplement and reinforce coursework from the
numbered levels, and therefore the prerequisites refer to what level you have finished. New students
are also welcome to join, even if you have not taken classes at Japan Society before.

These courses are offered during the 5-week semesters, approximately: mid-April to mid-May, early
August to mid September, and early December to late January.

C1-2=for students who have finished Level 1 or 2 content (from our regular levels above). Equivalent
to previously offered Beginner Conversation course.

C3-4= for students who have finished Level 3 or 4 content (from our regular levels above), or
equivalent. Equivalent to previously offered Advanced Beginner Conversation course.

C5-6= for students who have finished Level 5 or 6 content (from our regular levels above), or
equivalent. Equivalent to previously offered Intermediate Conversation course.

C7-8= for students who have finished Level 7 or 8 content (from our regular levels above), or
equivalent.

C9-11= for students who have finished Level 9, Grand Review, 10 content or taking 11 now (from our
regular levels above), or equivalent. Equivalent to previously offered Advanced Intermediate
Conversation course.

C11-13= for students who have finished Level 11 or currently in Level 12 or 13 (from our regular levels
above), or equivalent. Equivalent to previously offered Advanced Conversation course.

Still have questions? Unsure about your level?

Please call the Language Center office at 212-715-1269 or 212-715-1293, or email language@japansociety.org.
It may also be possible to arrange a level assessment with the Director, Kamimura sensei. Level assessment

appointments are typically on Wednesdays between 2-3 pm Eastern Time, and can be arranged by emailing
language@japansociety.org.

We hope to see you soon! EEY £ L X 9 ! Ganbarimashou!


mailto:language@japansociety.org
mailto:language@japansociety.org

