Media Contacts:
Elle Moody, Sutton
elle@suttonpr.com, 212-202-3402
Michele Debreceni, Japan Society
mdebreceni@japansociety.org, 212-715-1228

JAPAN SOCIETY GALLERY PRESENTS
MADE IN TOKYO: ARCHITECTURE AND LIVING, 1964/2020
Comprehensive exhibition examining the shifting socio-architectural landscape of Tokyo between 1960s and today
October 11, 2019 – January 26, 2020
Press Preview: October 10 at 9:30am
Dialogue with Atelier Bow-Wow and Rirkrit Tiravanija: October 11 at 4:00pm
Dialogue with Atelier Bow-Wow and OMA’s Shohei Shigematsu: October 11 at 6:30pm
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•

With an exhibition design and curatorial selection by Japanese architectural firm Atelier Bow-Wow founders, Momoyo
Kaijima and Yoshiharu Tsukamoto, Made in Tokyo compares the mega-city’s social, economic and political development
through the evolution of its architecture from both the 1964 and 2020 Summer Games.

•

The exhibition will present architectural models, drawings, renderings, and photographs with a juxtaposition of artworks
from over 30 esteemed architectural firms and public and private collections.

•

First presentation in the United States of Tokyo’s New National Stadium model for the 2020 Summer Games, as well as
historical archives, including original drawings from the 1964 Games, and multimedia elements such as a virtual tour of
Tokyo’s landmarks led by Atelier Bow-Wow.

New York, September 9, 2019—Japan Society Gallery is pleased to present Made in Tokyo: Architecture and Living, 1964/2020, a
landmark exhibition featuring the shifting socio-architectural landscape of Tokyo between the 1964 and 2020 Summer Games. With
the upcoming Tokyo-hosted international sports event as its catalyst, Made in Tokyo explores the city’s distinct architectural language,
developed through the history of last fifty-five years. The Japanese architectural firm Atelier Bow-Wow, founded by Momoyo Kaijima
and Yoshiharu Tsukamoto in 1992, takes on dual roles as curator and exhibition designer, conceiving an exhibition which responds to
the critical role of architecture in structuring society, its effect on people’s lives, and presents the transformation of this mega-city
through experiences of its social, economic and political development.
The 1964 Summer Games facilitated unprecedented growth in the postwar era that witnessed the rapid development of new
infrastructure and re-established Japan as a nation of peace and prosperity on the global stage. Closely looking at the architecture of
public and private spaces and its continual impact on the people in Tokyo, Made in Tokyo examines six categories of architectural
facilities—stadium, station, retail, capsule, office, and home—from both 1964 and 2020.

This exhibition showcases a vast range of multimedia and interactive elements that explore Tokyo’s transformation, including a lifesize capsule hotel pod model and a virtual tour of Tokyo’s characteristic architecture led by Atelier Bow-Wow. The exhibition design
captures the international spirit of the Games that sparked the reinvigoration of Tokyo with flags lining the gallery ceilings. The
curved walls, inspired by the ovular shape of athletic stadiums, create a partial separation between images of the past and present
that also allows for contextualization through proximity and comparison.
The exhibition also features rare archival drawings and photographs from over 30 architectural firms and private and public
collections – highlights include original 1960s drawings by Kenzo Tange from the Harvard University archive and a model of Kengo
Kuma’s New National Stadium, which is currently under construction for the 2020 Games. This assemblage of rare photographs and
works on paper from esteemed international collections provides visitors with a unique opportunity to experience these master
works in the same place.
Post WWII Tokyo also saw the emergence of radical art collectives that generated art and performance with critical and deep insight
into the socio-political condition. Groups such as the Hi Red Center used the urban environment as their canvas, staging happenings
that raised questions about centralized authority and the role of the individual in society. Both historical and contemporary art
works, video and documentations of such performances will be on display in the exhibition.
Made in Tokyo traces the significant societal and fiscal changes of Tokyo over the last half-century, including the shaping of
metropolitan life and urban spaces through periods of economic growth in the 1970s; the bubble economy of the 1980s, which
markedly affected property values; and the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake which critically altered the population's collective psyche. The
exhibition traces these transformative events through the response of development of Tokyo’s architecture.
“Post-1946 recovery and the Tokyo 1964 Summer Games was the trigger that facilitated the improvement of Tokyo’s infrastructure
and dramatically changed the landscape. Japan has produced innovative architects through the radical transformation of the capital.
Tokyo is still changing in advance of the 2020 Games. Architects today respond differently to social issues and explore new directions
with their creative visions of addressing ecology and sustainability.” says Yukie Kamiya, Director of Japan Society Gallery.
Atelier Bow-Wow remarks, “In the 1960s—15 years after the end of World War II, Japan grew with great productivity and
enthusiasm, various urban institutions were created and young architects were allowed to creatively contribute to diverse
architectural designs. Now, in contrast to those times, there is an incentive for large capital and organizations towards massredevelopment. Through this tremendous turnover of city spaces and transitions of urban institutions we will showcase the
evolution of life in the city of Tokyo.”
Made in Tokyo is organized by Japan Society, guest curated by Momoyo Kaijima and Yoshiharu Tsukamoto of Atelier Bow-Wow in
collaboration with Yukie Kamiya, Japan Society Gallery Director. Exhibition design by Atelier Bow-Wow (Momoyo Kaijima, Yoshiharu
Tsukamoto, Yoichi Tamai and Andrei Savescu.) Selection of artworks is with assistance from Nina Horisaki-Christens.
NOTES TO EDITORS
ABOUT ATELIER BOW-WOW
Atelier Bow-Wow is a Tokyo-based architecture firm founded in 1992 by Momoyo Kaijima and Yoshiharu Tsukamoto. Their interest
lies in diverse fields ranging from architectural design, public space design to urban research, which are produced, based on the
theory called “behaviorology”.
They have designed and built houses, public and commercial buildings in Tokyo, as well as in Europe and the United States. Their
urban research studies lead to the experimental project called 'micro-public-space', a new concept of the public space, which has
been exhibited across the world.
Atelier Bow-Wow’s works are produced from the concept “architectural behaviorology”. The word “behavior” includes that of
human and also building, as well as natural elements such as light, air, heat, wind and water. “Architectural behaviorology”
investigates these behaviors and aims to synthesize them to optimize their performance in its specific context. It focuses the
repetitive, rhythmical, shareable aspects of behavior, and sifts the architectural design from individuality based into commonality
based.
Kaijima is an associate professor at University of Tsukuba and a professor of Architectural Behaviorology at ETH Zurich.

Tsukamoto is a professor at Tokyo Institute of Technology. He has also been a visiting professor at various institutions including
Harvard GSD and GSAPP Columbia University.
ABOUT JAPAN SOCIETY GALLERY
Since 1971, Japan Society Gallery continues to be the premier institution in the United States for the display and interpretation of
Japanese art and culture. Through groundbreaking exhibitions and related programs, the Gallery cultivates a broader understanding
and appreciation of Japan’s contributions to global artistic heritage; explores the artistic interconnections Japan shares with its Asian
neighbors, the U.S., Latin America, and Europe; and celebrates the diversity of Japanese visual expression from prehistoric times to
the present day.
Founded in 1907, Japan Society in New York City presents sophisticated, topical and accessible experiences of Japanese art and culture,
and facilitates the exchange of ideas, knowledge and innovation between the U.S. and Japan. More than 200 events annually
encompass world-class exhibitions, dynamic classical and cutting-edge contemporary performing arts, film premieres and
retrospectives, workshops and demonstrations, tastings, family activities, language classes, and a range of high-profile talks and expert
panels that present open, critical dialogue on issues of vital importance to the U.S., Japan and East Asia.
CONNECT WITH US!
Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/japansociety; @japansociety_nyc and #japansociety on Instagram; and @japansociety on
Twitter. For further information, please visit www.japansociety.org
DIRECTIONS:
Japan Society is located at 333 East 47th Street between First and Second Avenues (accessible by the 4/5/6 and 7 subway lines at
Grand Central or the E and M subway lines at 53rd St. and Lexington Ave.).
HOURS:
Tuesday-Thursday, 12 p.m. – 7 p.m. | Friday, 12 p.m. – 9 p.m. | Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
The Gallery is closed on Mondays and major holidays.
ADMISSION:
$12/$10 students and seniors | FREE for Japan Society members and children under 16. Admission is free to all on Friday nights, 6 p.m.
– 9 p.m. Docent tours are available free with admission Friday-Saturday at 2:30 p.m. (English), and Fridays at 6 p.m. (Japanese);
reservations only necessary for group tours.
PROGRAMMING DETAILS
Program details are subject to change. Please visit japansociety.org/gallery for ticketing information and regular programming
updates.
Film – Monthly Classics: Tora-san’s Dear Old Home
Friday, October 4, 7 p.m.
Tickets: $14 general admission; $11 for seniors and students; $5 for members
Another selection by the exhibition’s co-curators Atelier Bow-Wow, this installment of the Tora-san films features Tora-san
encountering three young women on vacation, while passing through the historic city of Kanazawa, who all take delight in his
boisterous hijinks, especially Utako (Sayuri Yoshinaga). When she shows up in Shibamata for more entertaining distractions, Tora-san
is more than delighted to oblige his newfound "Madonna," but Utako soon confides that her father refuses her marriage to the man
she loves back home. Heartbroken yet ever-well-intentioned, Tora-san resolves to set the matter straight.
Tora-san’s Runaway
Fri., Nov. 1 at 7 pm
Tora-san Meets His Lordship
Fri., Dec. 6 at 7 pm
Discussion: Rirkrit Tiravanija & Atelier Bow-Wow on Current Work
Friday, October 11, 4 p.m.
Tickets: $15 general admission; $12 for members, seniors, and students
Momoyo Kaijima and Yoshiharu Tsukamoto, founders of architectural firm Atelier Bow-Wow, focus their work on behavioral
relationships in living environments, and how human interaction can affect the cityscape as well as society. Innovative contemporary
artist Rikrit Tiravanija, who splits his time between New York, Berlin and Chiang Mai, is known for his "relational" artistic practice

offering real-time experience and aligning social engagement as art. In this discussion, they will talk about their current works and
share views on living, art and architecture.
Discussion: Shohei Shigematsu & Atelier Bow-Wow on the Past & Future of Architecture
Friday, October 11, 6:30 p.m.
Tickets: $15 general admission; $12 for members, seniors, and students
Tokyo's architectural landscape is constantly shifting in response to social conditions, and the fast-approaching 2020 Summer Games
have been a significant impetus for current changes. From the eyes of architects, what is the challenge of Tokyo and what is the
fascination of this metropolis? Atelier Bow-Wow sparks a conversation on Tokyo's changing architectural landscape with Shohei
Shigematsu, a Partner at OMA and the Director of OMA's New York office, who is engaged in Tokyo's current phase of urban
development with projects like the highly anticipated Toranomon Hills Station Tower and the New Museum's second building in New
York, whose design has just been unveiled.
Escape East @ 333
Free and open to the public.
Friday, October 18, 6 – 9 p.m: art performance by Japanese artist, Nobutaka Aozaki
Friday, December 21, 6 – 9 p.m: performance by clarinetist, Mingzhe Wang
Friday, January 17, 6 – 9 p.m:
Our popular monthly mixer invites you to the exhibition Made in Tokyo: Architecture and Living, 1964/2020, including an exhibition
tour at 7 PM. Enjoy complimentary snacks, drink specials, along with a special art program and music.
Lecture + Meet the Architect
Kengo Kuma: Vision of Architecture beyond 2020
Tue., Nov. 12 at 3 pm
TICKETS $15/$12 Japan Society Members,
TICKETS with Meet the Architect reception $35/$25
Known for the design of New National Stadium in Tokyo, a prominent architect, Kengo Kuma has been proposing innovative projects
concerning environment. Taking inspiration from nature, he explores to recover (preserve?) and revitalize the traditional aesthetics
of Japanese architecture and experiments with natural materials in his modernistic approach. His latest project of the stadium for the
2020 Summer Games is unveiled in the current exhibition, Made in Tokyo. Kuma will share his recent projects and his dynamic vision
beyond 2020 through his holistic approach in creating architecture in harmony with environment for new quality of living.
Followed by an exclusive Meet the Architect reception (extra ticket is required)
LECTURE
Fuminori Nousaku + Mio Tsuneyama: Life in Creative Ruins (tentative)
January 2020 (Date TBA)
Tickets: $15/$12 Japan Society members, seniors & students;
A dynamic duo architects, Fuminori Nousaku + Mio Tsuneyama will discuss their views on contemporary architecture and share their
concept of “wild ecology” in urban space.
Followed by a reception.
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