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“A / The” English Workshop Description 
 

“A store” or “The store”: Which one is my local supermarket again? 
 

“This is a cat” refers to an animal, but “This is Cat” is a person’s name!? 
 

Saying “the sun is bright” versus “a sun is bright” changes solar systems?? 

 

While small in size and simple to pronounce, English articles can drastically change the meaning of a sentence 

depending on their usage. This difficulty largely stems from the fact that, while a and the are two simple words, they 

have a combined total of six different usages. At the Japan Society’s English Article Workshop, students will have the 

opportunity to go over the various usages of both a and the with in-house English teacher Ben Milam, a seasoned 

linguist, language educator, and Japanese-English interpreter. Students of all levels are welcome, and instruction will 

be provided in Japanese or English as needed. 

 

Note: This workshop is recommended for beginner-level students, although intermediate and advanced students are 

also welcome to join. 

Although it is not required to show your face or video online, we highly recommend having your video on if possible. 

Seeing each other’s facial expressions is a part of conversation and language learning. We also ask that every 

participant be able to participate via their microphone. If you do not have one of these capabilities or would like to 

discuss accommodations, please contact us at language@japansociety.org. 

 

Instructor: Mr. Ben Milam, who holds an MA in TESOL & Applied Linguistics from Columbia University, is a seasoned 

Japanese-English translator and interpreter with a multi-faceted professional background in government, education, 

and entertainment. A former United Nations advisor, Ben has translated a variety of Japanese textbooks and manga, 

including Ask Publishing’s Nihongo Fun & Easy and Megumi, a manga released by Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Highlights from the entertainment sector include interviewing Taylor Swift for George Tokoro’s Waratte Koraete!, 

teaching ESL to a secret handful of Japanese celebrities, and winning the Gilda Radner Award for Standup Comedy. 

 

$30 Japan Society members / Japan Society Corporate Members   

$37 nonmembers 

 

Registration may be completed online (recommended) or by phone at (212) 715-1269. At the moment, we are 

only taking payment in the form of credit or debit cards (no checks or cash). Workshop size is limited, and students 

must be age 16 or older.  

 
 

Registrants will receive a Welcome Email and the Zoom link from language_inquiries@japansociety.org on the 

afternoon of Tuesday, January 11 (Eastern Time US). 
 

 

Questions?  Please email us at language@japansociety.org, or call at (212) 715-1269.  Please note that while we 

are working remotely, we may not always be reachable by phone. 

 

Cancellation Policy: Tuition is non-refundable and non-transferable (including for credit) for any reason after 

12 pm noon, the business day before your workshop starts.  All refunds are subject to a $5 service charge, 

including those requested by the deadline date. No partial registration or auditing is permitted.  Please note that 

cancellations are accepted by phone only. Cancellations via e-mail are not accepted.  Japan Society reserves the 

right to cancel any course or workshop if sufficient enrollment is not obtained.   In such a case, students already 

enrolled will receive full refunds.  

 

By registering for a workshop, I accept and agree to the above terms of the cancellation policy. I also verify 

that the student taking this workshop is 16 years or older. 

We do not record these classes, and recording of these classes is prohibited. 
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